Strategies for writing college-level essays and research papers
Oliveri (2009) writing essay, research papers, and terms papers at the college level can be tricky for
many new college students. These writing strategies are meant to guide students on how to deal with
the paper in respond to the question.
Many college students get their first writing assignment within a few days of arriving at their new
college and that first college level paper is sure to be the first of dozens that are written during
student's academic career. The following are some of the strategies for writing college-level essays
and research papers.
Understand the Purpose of the Essay or research paper
First, one should be able to understand the aim of the research or the essay his working on since it is
vital, mainly at the college level where professors and lecturers will assign a broad range of paper
styles such as APA, AML, Chicago, and many others. Therefore, students should be able to
understand the precise nature of writing assignment, since there are different styles and types of
academic writing (Kathy, 2009).
There is difference in writing argumentative essay, a reflective essay, scientific writing, to compare
and contrast writing assignment, thesis writing, analytical essay, and a persuasive essay. By
knowing this different formats for writing college paper, college students will be vast in writing
good and better papers for their assignments.
Therefore, it is vital for students to understand the purpose of writing assignments before they begin
to research on any kind of paper. When in doubt, they should feel free to ask for more clarification
from the lecturer to discuss the assignment.
Create an Outline for the Assignment
Outlines must serve as a guide for the student's working on a writing essays, term papers, and
research papers. Students should consider starting with the main purpose of writing assignment in
one sentence. Second, sketch out the main points or arguments that will be discussed in the body of
the essay or research paper. This will help the student to give out his point in a systematic and will
have a better understanding on the main point of the essay or research papers once the body of the
paper has been written, and this makes it easier to write a strong and good introduction and
comprehensive paper conclusion.
Learn from mistakes by meeting with the lecturer after assignment is returned
Graff & Cathy (2010) a poor college paper grade is generally filled with many areas of frail writing,
weak point of view, and other mistakes. While mistakes of this kind are often annoying, they can be
very effective method for students, since these mistakes are able to improve students writing at a
college level. Students should meet frequently with their lecturer to review well-built points and the
weak points of an assignment. Students should inquire in details how they could improve a weak
area, as this will help guide and improve student’s skills in writing better college papers in the
future.
Complete research for the assignment before starting the writing process. Intolerant and eager to
"get it over with," several college students will write down an academic paper or essay as they

continue to perform their research on the assignment. However, this might be easier to write while
the information is fresh in a student's mind, embarking on an assignment before a research is
completed can result in a paper with poorly or inadequate formed arguments and weak claims.
Concluding research for a college writing essay, term papers or research paper before the actual
writing process begins will also help students to avoid time-consuming and revisions that may be
required if new and imperative information is uncovered later in the essays or term papers
researching process (Paterson, 2004).
Advice or strategies for a new writer
New writers requires to be well vast with purpose of the essay and research it out, introduction, body
and conclusion of your essay or research papers of your work in a clear and concise manner. It is
also very important to make your writing clear, meaning it must be well organized and include
various sentence structure, correct grammar, good word choice, accurate spelling and the proper
transitions of your work.
Moreover, it is very essential to stick to the rules of proper quoting your sources and referencing
according to paper requirement you are working on. Students should not start the essay with "my
essay will be about" or "I am going to write about." These are dreary and not interesting essay work.
Below are some the advices or strategies new writer should be able to understand will writing
academic paper in the college.
Introduction
The introduction should be impressive and be able to grab the lecturer’s attention. This is important
because it encourages the lecturer to continue reading the essay or research paper. Research papers
are concerned with well introduced and should be clear and show relevance to the area or topic you
are writing about.
Body of the work
Butler (2010) it is vital to try and ensure that the body of your work is a smooth and persistence of
the introduction. The writer should ensure a similar rhythm, pace and flow of contends. When
writing your essay or research paper the writer should take care the construction of paragraphs. A
paragraph should focus on essential ideas and build up that idea with numerous supporting
sentences. Ensure that paragraphs are well arranged in a logical manner and avoid being repetitive.
Clarity of writing
However, for each of the subheading ensure the writing is clear and brief. Try and stick to the main
points of your essay or research paper. Transition should be clear showing the central ideas flowing
in a smooth manner from one to another. This is essential to make sure the lecturers can follow the
line of reasoning that you are presenting in your essay or research paper.
Spelling and grammar mistakes should never exist in your work. It is an important requirement to
proofread your paper before submitting it for marking. If you are aiming is to get an "A,” many
spelling and grammar mistakes in your essay or term paper can sidetrack the lecturer and make them
believe you negligent and careless.
Use of References

The references in your paper are of great importance. In order to support the claims you have made
in your paper, the students should try to give favorite to compelling evidence or professional and
legitimate sources. It is essential to make sure that the evidence presented in your paper can be
trusted and above all do not plagiarize your work.
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